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2025
OFFICIALSUnder 8's 

Coach: Jeff Paull
Ass. Coach:  Joel Perry 
                             Michael Oosterwyk
Team Manager: Madie Perry 
                                   Jen Tottenham
Trainer: Skye Nihill

Under 9's
Coach: Chris Grant 
Ass. Coach: Matt Robertson
Team Manager: Mel Grant 
Runner: Tim Cook
Trainer: Daniel Coghlan

Under 10's
Coach: Shaun Parlby 
Ass. Coach: Shane Watson 
                             Jason Eaton 
Team Manager: Josh Humphry
Runner: Jason Eaton 
Trainer: Laura Parlby
                   Marc Oettinnger
                   Tash Reinhardt
                   Clinton Addison

Under 12's 
Coach: Leam Doughety
Ass. Coach: Josh Gray
 Courtney Madeley
Team Manager: Erin McLeod 
                                  Jeff Pearce 
Trainer/Runner: Kiara Wynn

Under 12's (Girls)
Coach: Ben Benson
Ass. Coach: Tim Kennedy
Team Manager: Shea Bailey
Trainer: Michelle Garvey

Under 13's
Coach: David Williams
Ass. Coach: Jamie Cruckshank
Team Manager: Lauren Field
Runner: Luke Adderley
Trainer: Craig Henderson

Under 15's 
Coach: Andrew Floyd
Ass. Coach: Jarrod Exton
                            Chris Roche
Team Manager: Leanne Johnson 
Runner: Dan Johnson
Trainer: Craig Bennett
                   Luke Pearson

Under 17.5's
Coach: Adrian Gillam
Ass. Coach: Brad Crossland
Team Manager: Rudi Plut
                                  Cindy Watts
Runner: Matt King 
Trainer: Lydia Plut
                   Robyn Farrell
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PRESIDENTS
REPORT

As we wrap up another incredible season, I am proud to reflect on the progress, achievements, and milestones we
have reached together as a club in 2025. It has been a year of firsts, growth, and success — both on and off the field.

Club Growth and Team Success
We fielded eight junior teams this season, reflecting the strength and depth of our club. A major highlight was the
formation of our first-ever girls' team, launched through a successful partnership with Mooroolbark. This is a huge
step forward in our commitment to inclusion and the future of girls’ football at our club.
Our top three age groups held onto their A Grade standing from last season, after the grading games.
Our Under 17.5’s also completed their final junior season — we say a heartfelt farewell to these players, many of whom
have been with us since Auskick. A special thanks to Aga and Richard, for their dedication and leadership of this
group. It was also fantastic to see the return of our Blueslow Night, the first in a few years, which gave players and
families a well-earned chance to celebrate together.

Finals hosting, Fundraising & Events
This year, we were proudly selected again to host two EFNL finals, this displays spirit and club pride but also a huge
success off the field, generating nearly $17,000 in revenue. A massive thank you goes out to the volunteers who
made these events run so smoothly.
We were fortunate to be able to run two Bunnings BBQ fundraisers which sizzled their way to almost $2,000 in profit
each. Our mid-season Music Trivia event was brilliant. We let our hair down and celebrated all things club footy.
These moments remind us that sporting clubs are more than just about playing a game — they build community,
connection and belonging.

Player Achievements
On the field, our players continued to shine:
• League Best & Fairest Winner – Under 15s: A truly outstanding individual achievement. Mason Agnew
• 3rd Place League Best & Fairest – Under 12s: Another great result showcasing the talent we’re developing. Rylan
Freeman
· Interleague Selections: Congratulations to the following players who were selected to represent in Interleague – a
reflection of the high calibre of talent we have: Mason Agnew and Riley Carns.
We are incredibly proud of you all!

Auskick Success
Our Auskick program continued to thrive, with 132 kids participating across two sessions — a huge number that sets a
strong foundation for our club’s future. We also entered three teams in End of season Auskick 7's fixture— two mixed
and our very first girls’ team, a clear sign that our commitment to inclusive footy is making a real impact.
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Investing Back Into the Club
Thanks to strong fundraising and support, we have been able to reinvest in our club this year in meaningful ways,
including:
• Coaches’ development programs
• Upgrades to training gear
• Improvements to our scoreboard and facilities
We will continue this investment into 2026, ensuring we are always improving and providing the best possible
environment for our players and volunteers.

Celebrating Our Culture
We proudly represented the club during ANZAC Day and Indigenous Rounds, taking the field in specially designed
jumpers. These rounds are more than just game days — they are opportunities to recognise, respect, and celebrate
culture and history. Thank you to the sponsors and everyone involved in bringing these opportunities to life.
Volunteers – The Heart of the Club
Sporting clubs like ours do not function without volunteers. Whether you were:
• Flying the flags on game day
• Cooking a sausage at the BBQ
• Taking on the big roles like Team Manager, Trainer, or Coach
— we thank you. Our kids cannot play without you, and your efforts are truly valued by the entire club community.
A very special thank you also goes to our Committee — a hardworking group who keep things running behind the scenes
all year round. 

Our Sponsors
None of this would be possible without the generous support of our sponsors. A heartfelt thank you to:

Bubba Pizza Croydon
Croydon McDonald’s
ASI
Fletchers Mooroolbark
Lilydale International
Hudson / Metropolitan Foods

Your ongoing support helps us grow and provide opportunities to every young footballer in our community.

In Closing
2025 was a season of growth, connection and pride. From our youngest Auskickers to our Under 17.5’s taking their final
bow, we have achieved so much together. To every player, coach, volunteer, family member and supporter — thank you.
You are the heartbeat of this club.
Here’s to an even bigger and better 2026!

Regards,
Brad Eley
President, CJFC
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The following Treasurer’s Report provides a comprehensive overview of the financial activities and position of the Croydon
Junior Football Club for the 2025 season. This report covers income, expenditure, assets, liabilities, and recommendations
for the club’s ongoing financial health. The purpose is to ensure transparency, inform members and stakeholders, and
support continued growth and sustainability of the club.

Summary of Financial Position
At year’s end, the Croydon Junior Football Club remains financially stable. Prudent management and strong sponsorship
and committee engagement have contributed to a positive cash flow.
Income Analysis
· Registration Fees remain a primary source of income, accounting for approximately 20% of total revenue. Registrations
were steady this year, with strong growth in the Under 8 division. The club’s commitment to affordable participation
ensures accessibility for local families.
· Sponsorships included McDonalds Croydon, Bubbas Pizza Croydon , Lilydale International, Fletchers Mooroolbark and ASI
who supported the club with generous financial and non-financial contributions. Sponsorship revenue increased by 15%
compared to last year, helped by new partnerships and successful engagement campaigns.
· ANZAC / Indigenous round jumpers were proudly supported by, Mainframe Photography, Watershed Drainage, Whitehorse
Industries, David Hodgett MP and Michael Sukkar MP and sales from these jumpers will be proudly donated.
· Fundraising events included the annual Trivia Night, Bunnings sausage sizzles at the MCG and Bunnings Croydon and the
annual raffle. Net proceeds from fundraising amounted to $10,565.
· Finals Hosting: Hosting of EFNL semifinal and preliminary finals generated total revenue of $16,841.98 and a net profit of
$7,773.19.
· Grants included the club successfully securing a Community Sport Grant from TAC round in 2024, totalling $3,500, which
helped cover costs for ground maintenance and other operating costs. The club has also now partnered with the Grant
Professionals to assist with securing additional grants in 2026.
· Canteen sales provided a steady income, with takings of $28,000 for the year. This was achieved by ensuring the canteen
open for more than 95% of games and regular review of sales and pricing.
· Merchandise sales totalled $8,736 for the year which moved to online ordering system to limit the amount of stock we
keep on premise and avoid bulk buying requirements.
· Other Income: Interest earned on Sandhurst Managed Fund contributed a further $1,324 to the club’s revenues.
Expenditure Analysis
· Facility Costs: Ground hire, utilities, and maintenance accounted for $10,688 of expenses for the year.
· Equipment Purchases: Footballs, training bibs, cones and other training equipment cost $7,790. These investments
support player safety and skill development.
· Merchandise: Merchandise was our largest expense for the season at $23,764 partially offset by sales, however most
expenditure was for new players shorts, socks and training tops which were free with registration as well as some stock we
hold for purchases throughout the year.



TREASURER
REPORT

· Insurance and EFNL Fees: Insurance premiums for scoreboard and EFNL association fees were $13,133.
· Club Event Costs: Expenditure for club events was $16,559, which was offset through Club Event revenue for Back To
Nights, Trivia night and Bunning BBQs.
· Administrative Expenses: Office supplies, printing, website hosting, and postage totalled $6,099.
· Trophies: Annual medals and trophies for presentation day totalled $2,957.59.
Assets and Liabilities
· Cash at Bank: The club finished the year with a cash balance of $63,479.77, held in three accounts (Statement Account,
Petty Cash Account and Sandhurst Managed Fund).
· Equipment Assets: Sporting equipment is fully expensed each year, BBQ is currently value at $590.93 and coffee machine
at $2,573.
· Receivables: Outstanding sponsorship, Club Event sales and Raffle sales total $5,230 expected to be settled early next
season.
· Liabilities: The club’s liabilities consist mainly of supplier invoices for Anzac / Indigenous Round Donation ($1,500),
Presentation Day invoice ($2,495) and other miscellaneous expenses ($1,361.14), all to be paid is the next 30 days.
Financial Performance Against Budget
The club’s actual income exceeded expenses, closing with a total net profit of $8,024.19 primarily due to increased
sponsorship and successful fundraising. Expenditures were within budget, with minor overruns on merchandise costs
which are expected to be recovered in the 2026 season. This strong performance will allow for additional investments in
junior programs in the 2026 season.
Key Financial Initiatives and Outcomes
· Grant Acquisition: Successful application for TAC grant provided vital support for facility improvements and training
equipment.
· Revenue Diversification: Greater focus on sponsorship and canteen sales reduced reliance on registration income to
cover core expenses.
· Cost Management: Ongoing supplier renegotiations and volunteer support contributed to lower administrative and event
expenses.
Challenges and Areas for Improvement
· Rising Facility and League Costs: Increased ground hire fees and EFNL fees remain a challenge. Continued focus on
sponsorship and fundraising events required to ensure the club remains financial stable.
· Membership Growth: While registrations are steady, ongoing support of our Auskick program is required to ensure future
teams are fielded especially in the Under 8 program. Outreach efforts and partnerships with local schools will also be
required to field older age groups as required.
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· Sponsorship Retention: Maintaining and growing sponsor relationships will be key to supporting future club initiatives.
Recommendations for the Next Financial Year
· Continue pursuing grant opportunities to supplement club income and support facility upgrades. The club has enlisted a
grant specialist to put a stronger focus on grants.
· Expand fundraising activities, including community events and online campaigns, to further diversify revenue streams.
· Implement clear membership incentives and referral programs to boost enrolments, particularly in older age groups.
· Strengthen sponsor relations with regular recognition, joint events, and improved visibility for business partners.
· Review and renegotiate supplier contracts to achieve further cost savings where possible.
· Expand development programs for all age groups to focus on skill development.

In summary, the Croydon Junior Football Club is in a healthy financial position and well placed to support its members and
community into the next season. Wise stewardship of resources, strong volunteer involvement, and ongoing fundraising
underpin the club’s achievements this year. With continued focus on growth, inclusivity, and prudent financial
management, the club remains committed to providing a safe, supportive, and vibrant environment for junior footballers
in Croydon.

I respectfully submit this report for the Annual General Meeting and encourage all members to engage with the club’s
financial planning and future prospects.

Prepared by: Sonia Tartaglia, Treasurer, Croydon Junior Football Club
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This has been a fantastic year of development for our Under 8 boys. We began the season with 12 players
and finished with 22, which is a clear sign of the team's growing appeal and success. Although we were
predominantly made up of bottom-age players, which sometimes showed in our early results, it was a
great opportunity for these young players to gain invaluable experience.

Our training sessions focused on mastering the basics—such as kicking techniques, handballs, marking,
and ground ball work—and gradually progressed to more game-specific scenarios like kick-ins, centre
bounce work, and contested drills. These foundational skills were crucial in building their confidence and
understanding of the game.

As the season went on, particularly in the latter half, we saw significant improvement in the players'
teamwork and camaraderie. It was exciting to witness the group really start to gel and bond, both on and
off the field. This growth, both individually and collectively, was one of the highlights of the season.

In summary, it was a fantastic year filled with development and learning. While there are certainly
opportunities for further growth in the coming seasons, the team’s progress has been undeniable. I’m
confident that we will retain the majority of the players for future years, and we’re excited to build on this
foundation in the seasons ahead.

Jeff Paull



The 2025 season was a huge success for the Croydon Junior Football Club Boys Under 9s team, with 21
energetic and enthusiastic players. The boys showed great spirit and unity as they launched into the season
with excitement. Each round brought growth, with players developing their skills, teamwork, and confidence.
The highlight events of the season included the ANZAC Round, where we honoured those who have served,
and the Mother’s Day round, where the boys proudly wore pink socks to celebrate and thank all the wonderful
mums in our community.

Throughout the season, the boys continued to show improvement, sportsmanship, and a genuine love for the
game and each other. Each Tuesday night, the boys turned up ready to play, learn, and most importantly, have
fun. The energy on game day was matched by their efforts at training, where drills, games, and encouragement
helped them progress each week. All players contributed in their own unique way, and it was clear to see
friendships being built both on and off the field. From first goals to introducing tackling late in the season, the
boys embraced all aspects of the game.

A massive thank you must go to all the parents and volunteers who made this season possible. Your support,
encouragement, and effort behind the scenes are what keep the club strong and the players smiling. Special
thanks to Assistant Coach Matt and to our trainer DJ for keeping the boys safe and supported each week. 
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To our team manager Mel who organised
EVERYTHING- thank you. And to Rhilee- who
provided lollies and oranges all season. Thanks to
the runners who helped out late in the season- Tim,
Bernie, Scott and Gareth. Your preseason starts
early to avoid any injuries!! And lastly to the Croydon
Junior Football Club for the opportunity to coach
again this season.

I can’t wait to see what the future holds for this
talented and spirited group of young footballers.

Chris Grant 
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What a season of development this has been.
A Tough Start
The year began slowly, with the kids finding it difficult to get their hands on the ball in the first few games.
This led to some early losses and frustration for both players and coaches. But these challenges became the
foundation for growth.

The Blue Wall
We decided to implement some structure and introduced The Blue Wall. From that moment, everything
changed. Oppositions struggled to move the ball out of our forward line, and suddenly the game was on our
terms. I had my doubts about introducing this level of structure at such a young age, but the kids proved me
wrong. What impressed me most was the emergence of little generals on the field—voices giving
instructions, guiding teammates into position, and showing true leadership. Our vision is to build a team of
leaders who can instill belief in one another, and we saw that come to life.

Building Confidence Through the Ruck
Another key focus was using the ruck position to grow confidence. This turned out to be a huge success.
Several players developed resilience and a willingness to compete, which carried over into every area of
their game.

Game Development
Our general gameplay was a highlight of the season. The kids began to run, link up, and play for each other.
By the end of the year, we had sequences where we switched the ball, cleared contests with multiple hands,
kicked into space for teammates to run onto, and hit targets on the lead. Most importantly, they had fun
while doing it.

Positional Consistency
We also adjusted how we rotated positions. Instead of cycling kids through forward, midfield, and backline in
quick succession, we gave them half a game in one area and kept them there for a couple of weeks. This
consistency allowed them to learn, settle, and grow—and the results were clear. We saw significant personal
development and improvement across the group.



A Special Moment
To cap off the season, there was a moment that showed just how special this team is. Oscar won a free kick
in the goal square but chose to handball to Lincoln so he could kick his very first goal. The entire team ran
from everywhere to celebrate with him. That memory, of kids putting their mates first, is one I’ll never forget.

Looking Ahead to 2026
As we close the chapter on 2025, we should be incredibly proud of how far this group has come. The
foundations have been laid: structure, leadership, confidence, and teamwork.
Season 2026 is about building on that growth—continuing to develop our skills, sharpening our decision-
making, and embracing the joy of playing together. If this year is anything to go by, the kids are ready to take
their game, and their team spirit, to the next level.

 I can’t wait to see what this special group will achieve in 2026.

Shaun Parlby
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The year started with us unsure if the girls will get a team together but with some great work from Brad &
Mooroolbark Jnr we merged 4 Croydon girls & 4 Mooroolbark girls together. This was 2 weeks prior to the
season start, but we had a team, and the girls an opportunity to train, play the game beyond AusKick as well
as create a unique bond a footy team gives us.
 
Thankfully each week brought a few additional girls and by round 3 we had a bench to rotate the team
around. However after a couple of weeks of training and a few games, the coaches (Ben – Coach & Tim Ass.
Coach) realised that we had a lot of work to do with the girls to get them competing with the opposition in a
game of footy. The girls were creating bonds with each other and having a whole lot of fun Thursday
afternoons at training and Sunday mornings, even though on the Sunday game it was all one way against us
with us struggling to score, but the girls were loving it, determined to grow and learn new skills.
 
By mid season we had a great bond created, girls and families, and started it get our team structure, game
plan, player positions and rotations settled. At training we worked hard on these plans with drills that were
fun but worked towards strengthening our game day play. Before we knew it we had our first win of the year,
not that we score but everyone knows the scores. 

The second half of the year didn’t bring further
wins but a lot more fun, laughs, improved
footy skills and competitive games. The fun
drills and work on the training track was
paying off. The common theme from
oppositions players, parents and coaches that
we played a second time round in the year was
amazement as to how much the girls had
improved. This is what Ben and Tim, along
with every Croydon and Mooroolbark parent is
most proud off.

Tim Kennedy 



This team didn't come together until March with half a team from Coldstream joining Croydon who had half
a team.

First half of the season was doing the basics and getting to know each other.
The 2nd half of season is where we saw a lot of improvement from every player and started to play team
footy and showing care for each other.

The last month of the season we played some great footy. Highlights keeping undefeated team to 5 goals
for the game, Unlucky losing by 1 point in Round 13 to Nth Ringwood who played in the grand final.

Last game winning by 90+ points in an amazing performance. 

Leam Doughety
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Coming off two consecutive Grand Finals, Season 2025 started way back in December 2024 with a couple of
well attended training sessions before Christmas holidays.
With the boys returning in February 2025 for Preseason the optimism was high with several new recruits
joining the group. Our skills and ball movement looked sound when training amongst our group with a belief
we could contend again.
 
Round 1, we opened against Vermont and lost by 25 points . We got an early sense other clubs had recruited
strongly . Vermont would go on to win the 13 A premiership by not losing a game.

Round 2, was a Grand Final replay with Blackburn and we lost by 9 goals.

Round 3, we had a 2-goal win over North Ringwood, and we got our season back on track and the following
week with a 33-point win over Glen Waverley.

2 and 2 our season was alive but knowing that in A Grade no easy games were ahead and you had to play
really well to earn a win.

Having been Runners Up last season our draw was difficult having to play the same 3 teams from the first 3
rounds again and we struggled by not getting a win from rounds 4 through to 8.  Despite the loss to
Blackburn in Round 6 by 10 points, felt we played our brand of football and its was great to watch.
 
Our only remaining win for the season came in Round 9 away to Beaconsfield . We played exciting football
and most importantly played well as a team with contributions by every player.

Rounds 10-12 we played Vermont, Blackburn and North Ringwood again without a win with Round 12 finishing
our chances to make finals. The only highlight was positive feedback from North Ringwood regarding our
Midfields effort and play which was good reward for the players and the work Jamie did with the boys on a
weekly basis.



Round 13 we played the other Grand Finalist Ferntree Gully on their home deck and lead by 15 points at ¾
time. Some decisions didn’t go our way in the last quarter and we went down by 5 points .
We played good footy and again showed that when we are up and about and have contributions across the
whole ground we can match it with most sides.
We were unable to finish the season on a high and went down to Beaconsfield at Bargenong.
 
To the Under 13 award winners congratulations on a magnificent 2025 season.
 
Huge thanks to the following people who volunteered their time and passion in supporting the Under 13’s and
myself throughout season 2025
Lauren Fields Team Manager
Jamie Cruickshank Assistant Coach
Luke Adderley Runner
Craig Henderson Trainer
Brad Elly President

U13
COACHES
REPORT

CJFC is openly seeking to build for 2 sides for
Under 14’s in Season 2026 which is a great
initiative.
Junior football caters for all levels and by
having 2 sides it will allow boys to pursue their
football passions or continue to see mates
and have a kick.

Special thanks to the boys themselves who gave me an opportunity to get back into coaching as an assistant
in 2024 and Coach in 2025.

While the successful football ride didn’t continue this season, the adversity we experienced I hope will build
resilience and a desire to get better on and off the field.
David Williams



The 2025 season saw the under 15’s play A-grade. The boys were keen to get started and begun training at the
end of October. 
We welcomed a few new faces over the preseason period which saw our numbers grow to 24 players for the
season. 
The boys worked hard all season against some very strong opposition and finished 5th; missing finals by just
one game. A sign of the groups improvement, and probably our best game, was when we turned an earlier
result (90 point loss) to just a 9 point loss the second time around against North Ringwood. 
Mason Agnew and Riley Carns represented us at interleague level with Mason being named player of the
series. 
Mason was awarded the league best and fairest at the EFNL awards night. This is a tremendous achievement
and very well deserved. We are fortunate to have a player of Mason’s caliber in our group.
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We are lucky to have a supportive group of
families which saw both the Anzac and
indigenous jumper sponsored by local
businesses associated with the team.
Thanks, Dave and Rob. The players were
also provided a brand new footy bag in a
very generous sponsorship organised by
Rod Harrington. Thanks!
We are looking forward to watching the
kids progress at A grade level next season
as under 16’s. 

Andrew Floyd
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Moving into our last year of juniors we nearly folded 3 weeks before the season started. Struggling to get
numbers was an issue from the start of pre season, but with all the hard work everyone put in we managed to
have 22 listed players and continue to compete for our final year in A grade U17.5s.

We knew it would be a tough year due to our numbers/lack of pre season and most of the other teams had
many top age players.

We all had confidence within each other and our aim was to just be competitive and win a couple of games but
also be ready for the next step into senior club football.

We ended the year in 5th place just out of the four, which was an incredible achievement by the team and also a
great way to finish their junior careers. Couldn't be any prouder of that group of young men.

Adrian Gillam
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